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What is Publishing Assistant?

For those of you who may not be familiar with the United Bible Societies’ Publishing Assistant
project, Publishing Assistant is the name of a set of software tools developed with the goal of
assisting Bible typesetters by automating many of the cumbersome and time-consuming tasks
involved in the complex process of laying out Bible pages in preparation for publication. The
project was started in 2005, initially in response to the need for a new typesetting tool/system
that would handle Paratext translation projects that were based on Unicode encoding.

The initial release of the Publishing Assistant (PA) toolset was distributed in 2006 and targeted
basic Bible typesetting. Since the original release, PA has been enhanced to support diglots,
concordances, names indexes, Chinese, Japanese and Korean texts in both horizontal and
vertical layout styles, Middle Eastern, right-to-left layouts, and pre-designed templates. The
currently-released version (3.0), is in use throughout the world by typesetters within UBS, SIL,
and other similar agencies.

What are the benefits of Publishing Assistant?

To date, more than 90 Bibles, 250 New Testaments and 120 other publications (Portions,
Concordances etc.) have been produced using the product. The benefits of the software have
been realized in higher productivity, resulting in lower costs, and in higher quality of the final
product.
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How does Publishing Assistant work?

PA does not actually typeset Bibles itself — rather, it works in partnership with Adobe InDesign
versions CS2—CS5. PA controls InDesign through a scripting “interface” which Adobe has
provided within InDesign. Through this interface, PA can send instructions to InDesign and
automate nearly all of the layout operations in that were previously done manually by the
typesetter.

PA begins a typesetting project by prompting the typesetter to make a number of basic
decisions about the page metrics and the general style of the Bible.
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PA uses InDesign to create the document and begins laying out the pages Publishi... [&3
making decisions along the way about things like footnotes/cross references
placement, header information, and column balancing.
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PA then provides the typesetter with manual tools for making adjustments to
the various elements on the page. At any point the typesetter may make more
advanced formatting decisions via the options provided by InDesign’s powerful
styles capability. PA can save these decisions to be used as the basis for the
creation of additional books
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How do users learn to use Publishing Assistant?

Publishing Assistant development, delivery, and support is a part of the UBS ICAP (Institute
for Computer Assisted Publishing). On a two year schedule ICAP provides training seminars to
each of the UBS areas. Publishing Assistant is included in this training. These seminars target
the area support personnel and are intended to bring them up to speed on the newest features
of the product. Additional training is provided through work camps, apprenticeships, and even
one-on-one training/help via screen sharing over long distance.

What is the current state of the project?

PA 4.0 is due for release in mid-2011. This release is targeted at publishing custom layouts
such as complex study Bibles which may include content from multiple Paratext note projects,
or simpler Bibles which require a different layout than those provided by the default PA layout
options. For example, PA normally places cross references at the bottom of the page, but some
layouts require cross references in a vertical column down the center of the page, or on the
inside or outside of each page. The custom layout feature allows the typesetter to specify these
and other layouts and the program will draw and fill these frames with the appropriate text.

Much of the PA team’s time is spent providing support to the 200+ users in the field. Some of
the more difficult issues arise when trying to typeset Bibles that use non-roman scripts. Other
challenges arise when cultural issues require special layouts or text handling. For example,
Bibles in Islamic areas are sometimes expected to have decorative trim around the holy text on
the page.

The team also spends time resolving software bugs and processing enhancement requests.



What are some of the ongoing plans for Publishing Assistant
Version 4.0 release (mid-2011):

41

Plus

In-depth testing with selected study Bible projects.

Extend the custom layout function needs to the CJK and Middle Eastern versions of
InDesign.

Localization of software messages and dialogs.

Extend advanced CS5 support to — Basic Bible, Diglot, and Concordance & Names
Index outputs.

Enhance (and simplify) the custom page layout dialog by supporting drag & drop frames
and making the frames more interactive.

Support the ability to reset note caller sequence at the start of each chapter or each

page.
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Provide an interactive preview for the Job Specifications dialog that will allow the user to
immediately see the results of his decisions.

Convert the python code to .NET. Currently the majority of the code is written in .NET
but the text conversion code is written in Python. This adds an unnecessary level of
complexity that makes it difficult to support and limits feature improvement.

Support, support, support! As long as PA is used, users will need support.



Who is involved in the project?

Members of the UBS software development team collaborate in the development/
support of the code. These members include dedicated programmers and area support
personnel.

The Canadian Bible Society (CBS):

o CBS has graciously provided support to the fellowship by facilitating the
development of the ICAP community.

o CBS handles product registration and distribution.

o CBS staff screen every support request and when a training issue is evident the
issue is fielded by one of their local staff who is a highly skilled typesetter, trainer
and developer. Bugs and feature requests are normally forwarded to the project
leader for scheduling and resolution.

o CBS has provided resources to produce the Publishing Assistant documentation
for each maijor release. This documentation is incorporated into the product in the
form of help.

SIL has contributed resources to develop a plug-in for InDesign that supports some of
the more exotic non-roman composer issues. Currently SIL has a dedicated typesetter
who also serves as the first-level supporter for SIL typesetters. He works closely with the
project leader.

The user community: PA is very much a user-driven product. Users help to set the
direction of development as well as providing user-to-user support via publishing-specific
distribution lists and forums.

The project leader has over 30 years’ experience working in the publishing field, initially as a
software developer/manager in the commercial publishing industry before leaving to work in the
area of Bible publication in 1982, where he has served as a Bible typesetter, typesetting center
manager/supporter, and Bible typesetting software developer.



Some example layouts produced by Publishing Assistant (ver 3)

Single column

Diglots

41 Matthew 21.41-22.16

«"He will certainly kill those evil men,” they answered, “and rent
the vineyard out to other tenants, wha will give him his share of the
harvest at the right time."

“2Jesus said to them, “Haven't you ever read what the Scriptures say?

“The stone which the builders rejected as worthless
turned out to be the most important of all.

This was done by the Lore
what a wonderful sight it is!

«"And so I tell you,” added Jesus, “the Kingdom of God will be taken
away from you and given to a people who will produce the proper fruits.”s

#The chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus' parables and knew
that he was talking about them, %so they tried to arrest him. But they
were afraid of the crowds, who considered Jesus ta be a prophet.

The Parable of the Wedding Feast

zz Jesus again used parables in talking to the people. :“The Kingdom
of heaven is like this. Once there was a king who prepared a wed-
ding feast for his son. sHe sent his servants to tell the invited guests to
come to the feast, but they did not want to come. 450 he sent other ser-
vants with this message for the guests: ‘My feast is ready now; my steers
and prize calves have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to
the wedding feast!’ sBut the invited guests paid no attention and went
about their business: one went to his farm, another to his store, swhile
others grabbed the servants, beat them, and killed them. The king
was very angry; so he sent his saldiers, who killed those murderers and
burned down their city. “Then he called his servants and said to them, "My
wedding feast is ready, but the people I invited did not deserve it. sNow
go to the main streets and invite to the feast as many people as you find.
150 the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people
they could find, good and bad alike; and the wedding hall was filled with
people.

12"The king went in to look at the guests and saw a man who was not
wearing wedding clothes. 12'Friend, how did you get in here without wed-
ding clothes?" the king asked him. But the man said nothing, Then the
king told the servants, ‘Tie him up hand and foot, and throw him outside
in the dark. There he will cry and gnash his teeth.”

rAnd Jesus concluded, “Many are invited, but few are chosen.”

The Question abnul Paying Taxes
(Mark 12,1317, Luke 2

=The Phsnsees went off and made a plan to trap Jesus with questions.
1Then they sent to him some of their disciples and some members of

Whoever falls on this stone %
t (see Lk 20.18)
rLk 1326, 22,145 2E0d 63
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I Never Knew You

(Luke 13.05-27)
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of mine and does not obey them is like a
foolish man who built hiz house on sand.
#7The rain poured down, the rivers flood-
ed over, the wind blew hard against that
house, and it fell. And what a terrible fall
that wasl”

The Authority of Jesus

#When Jesus finished saying these
things, the crowd was amazed at the way
he taught. ¥He wasn't like the teach-
ers of the Law; instead, he taught with
authority.

Jesus Heals a Man
(Mark 1.40-45; Luke 5.12-16)
8 ‘When Jesus came down from the hill,
large crowds followed him. 2Then a
man suffering from a dreaded skin dis-
ease came to him, knelt down before
him, and said, “3ir, if you want to, you
can make me clean.”
3Jesus reached out and touched him. “1
do want to,” he answered. “Be clean!” At
once the man was healed of his disease.
“4Then Jesus said to him, “Listen! Don't
tell anyone, but go straight to the priest
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ing about Prayer
)

*“When you pray, do not be like the
hypocrites! They love to stand up an
pray in the houses of warship and on the
street corners, so that everyone will see
them, I assure you, they have already
been paid in full. sBut when you pray, go
to your ream, close the door, and pray
to your Father, who is unseen. And your
Father, who sees what you do in private,
will reward you,
7“When you pray, do not uze a lot of
meaningless words, as the pagans do,
who think that their gods will hear them
because their prayers are long, *Do not
be like them. Your Father already knows
what you need before you ask him, °This,
then, i how you should pray:
*Our Father in heaven:
May your holy name be honored;
0 may your Kingdom come;
may your will be done on earth as
it is in heaven.
1 Give us today the food we need <
3 Forgive us the wrongs we have done,
as we forgive the wrongs that
others have done to us.
* Do not bring us to hard testing,
ut; keep us safe from the Evil

14“If you forgive others the wrongs they
have done to you, your Father in heaven
will also forgive you. *But if you do not
forgive others, then your Father will not
forgive the wrongs you have done,

Teaching about Fasting

1¢“And when you fast, do not put on a
sad face as the hypocrites do. They ne-
glect their appearance so that everyone
will see that they are fasting, I assure
you, they have already been paid in full.
TWhen you go without food, wash your
face and comb your hair, 850 that ofhers
cannot know that you are fasting—only
your Father, who iz unseen, will know.
And your Father, who sees what you do
in private, will reward you.

Matthew 6.5-30

Riches in Heaven
ke 12.33,34)
13Do not store up riches for yourselves
here on earth, where moths and rust
destroy, and robbers break in and steal.
“0instead, store up riches for yourselves
in heaven, where moths and rust cannot
destray, and robbers cannot break in
and steal. #1For your heart will always
be where your riches are.

The Light of the Body
(ke 11, 6}

“The eyes are like a lamp for the
body. I your eyes are sound, your whole
body will be full of light; =*but if your
eves are no good, your body will be n
darkness. So if the light in you is dark-
nezs, how terribly dark it vill bel

God and Possessions

ke 16.15; 12.22-31)

“You cannot be a slave of twe mas-
ters; you will hate one and love the other;
you will be loyal to one and despise the
other. You cannot serve both God and
meney.

J“‘T}ns is why 1 tell you: do not be wor-
ried about the foed and drink you need
in order to stay alive, or about clothes for
your body. After all, isn't life worth more
than food? And isn't the body worth more
than clothes? *Lock at the birds: they
do not plant seeds, gather a harvest and
put it in barns; yet your Father in heaven
takes care of them! Aren't you worth
much more than birds? zcan any of you
live a bit longert by worrying about it?

=“and why worry about clothes?
Look how the wild flowers grow: they
do not work or make clothes for them-
selves. But I tell you that not even King
Salomon with all his wealth had clothes
as beautiful as one of these flowers. It
is God who clothes the wild grass—grass
that is here today and gone tomorrow,
burned up in the oven. Won't he be all
the more sure to clothe you? What little
faith you havel

che power,and the glory frevor, Amen.
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